S.F. No. 2707 – Authority To Impound Motor Vehicles

Author Senator Murphy (Trans. Committee Chair)

This bill grants units of government and peace officers the authority to take into custody and impound any vehicle if:

· The Driver was arrested or taken into custody for any offense: or

· The driver was issued a citation for operating a motor vehicle without a valid driver’s license, for driving while impaired, or for reckless or careless driving.

Introduced to support our towing operators that have been feeling an impact due to a Supreme Court Decision back 2008 (Gauster vs. The State of Minnesota) 

About 18 months ago the State Patrol issued a letter out to their troopers telling them towing of vehicles is the government seizure of personal property, and is a sensitive issue with the courts and the legislature.  The towing of vehicles is not intended to be punitive in nature.  With this letter, our highways have been unsafe with abandoned vehicles resting on the side of the roadways and unsafe conditions for the public to retrieve their vehicles.  In addition, some towing operators have seen a significant loss in business.

On Tuesday March 2nd, Lance Klatt from the MSSA and MPTA testified in front of the Transportation Committee in favor of S.F. No. 2707.  With much resistance from Committee members, we were able to pass a watered down version of our bill and will be taking the bill to the Judicial Committee.  Since Tuesday, new verbiage has been written to amend the original watered down bill.

True Pin Based Credit Card update/ PCI Compliance

Most of our members may know Minnesota doesn’t have a true- “Pin based” debit card network.  Not having a true- “Pin based” debit card network costs MSSA members an average of $5,000 to $8,000 annually.  For those that may be confused, when a consumer pays with a debit card (TCF, Wells Fargo, USBANK, etc) that purchase is processed through a credit card network. (Visa/Mastercard, etc)  States such as Iowa and Wisconsin have true “Pin Based” networks; Minnesota has a signature debit card currently.  

 A one-page document Randy Thompson (MSSA Legal Counsel) drafted for House Commerce Chair, Rep. Joe Atkins (DFL 39B).  Rep. Joe Atkins liked the information and since asked a bill be drafted. 

In summary we are asking to require that bank cards are processed as debit cards in Minnesota.  An interim solution may be a moratorium on PCI compliance until a debit card system can be developed and instituted. At this time we are hoping to have language drafted by Monday March 8th considering Committee Deadlines are Friday March 12th.  I have attached to my e-mail the letter Randy Thompson drafted for Rep. Joe Atkins for review.  A side note, Rep. Joe Atkins would author our bill in House and currently looking for co-author in Senate.

S.F. No. 2431 – Allowing only one license plate to be placed on any vehicle in State of Minnesota.

Lance Klatt from MSSA along with the State Patrol, Minnesota’s Sheriff’s Association and Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association opposed S.F. No. 2431.  

MSSA’s testimony was on behalf of the petroleum dealers as having one plate may provoke more gasoline thefts and/or make it harder to see the plate on the vehicle.  

The Bill did not pass. Author will be presenting amendments to support the MSRA. (Minnesota Street Rod Association)

Cigarette and Tobacco Tax increase

Currently there has been no talk about a possible cigarette or other tobacco tax increase in the House or the Senate. MSSA continues to work with Cook, Hill, & Girard, Altria’s (Philip Morris) lobbying firm.  Thanks to MSSA members that are willing to testify if this tax does create a problem:

Kaposia Convenience- South St. Paul, MN
Roger, Kyle, and Jennifer Green
 

Automotive Ventures Group- New Brighton
Tony Rammer
 

Stacy - Lent Tesoro - Stacy, MN
Gina Wholecheese
  

Brausen's Family stores - Arden Hills, MN
Ted & Jake Brausen

Penn Mobil – Minneapolis, MN

Rick Bohnen
